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come a citizen of this country, judged the char-
acter of the city in which he was living, or of
the state, by that of the district leader with
whom he came in contact. If, with or without
fault of his own, he got into trouble and was
arrested, the district leader took care of him,
sometimes in a way proper and right, some-
times in a way improper and wrong; but
whatever the case, to the poor immigrant try-
ing to get some conception of the country, the
state of New York was represented by that
district leader; and he is the type that the im-
migrant would expect to find in government.
On this account it is extremely desirable, es-
pecially when we consider how numerous our
immigrant voters are, that on their arrival in
this country they get a good impression, and
that the immigration officials should be gentle-
men in their feelings as well as in their actions.
Some of our immigration officials have, on
that account, insisted that our immigration
stations, especially the detention rooms in
which immigrants must wait, often for hours,
perhaps for days, should be kept neat and
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